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John Oliver Eviscerates American Sex
Ed - But the Reality Is Even Worse

Oliver only touches on the fact that federal tax dollars are poured into inaccurate, religious sex ed
programs around the country
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John Oliver tackled abstinence-only sex education on the




most recent episode of ‘Last Week Tonight.” Frederick M.

Brown/Getty
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John Oliver’s HBO show Last Week
Tonight has made a name for itself in
part by producing digestible 15-
minute segments about current
affairs that are both funny and
poignant - and that often spread like
wildfire around the Internet on
Monday mornings. The latest such
segment is focused on the state of
sexual health education in the United
States, and how purity culture - the
idea that virginity is a state of moral
accomplishment - pervades sex ed.
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$111.99 $127.99

RELATED

John Oliver Takes on Revenge
Porn on 'Last Week Tonight'

John Oliver Blasts U.S.
Mandatory Minimum Prison

Sentences

Watch John Oliver's Epic
Takedown of the Confederate
Flag

AROUND THE WEB

What The Cast Of First Photo As
'Napoleon Dynamite’ Princess Leia In 'Star
Looks Like Today Wars: The Force

Awakens'



information presented in most sex ed
seminars and classes — which are
often insufficiently long to begin with
— has to make it through a gauntlet of
upset parents, community advisers
and conservative teachers before
getting to young people. As a result,
school boards often choose to
outsource their sex ed curricula to
organizations that are already vetted
and approved by the Department of
Health and Human Services.

But what John Oliver only spends one
sentence on in his segment is
arguably the most important part of
our broken sexual health education
system: the fact that federal money is
often used to fund unscientific,
inaccurate and religiously oriented
abstinence-only education programs.
This is all thanks to a federal law
signed by Bill Clinton.

Title V provides funding to school
districts wishing to bring in outside
organizations to promote abstinence-
only or so-called “abstinence-plus”
sex ed. You're probably familiar with
abstinence-only education. Not
having sex is presented as the only
real way to prevent pregnancy; if
contraceptives and barrier methods
are mentioned, their failure rates are
featured prominently, and LGBT

orientations are not discussed.
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Abstinence-plus programs,
meanwhile, focus on abstinence, but
acknowledge other alternatives.
Religious organizations tend to prefer
the former.

There are a few funding streams for
abstinence-only education. School
boards receive money to bring in
abstinence-only organizations
through Title V. In other cases,
school boards aren’t up for fighting
the battle for comprehensive sex ed,
and their money goes to these same
programs practically by default. The
coordinated lobbying campaign
abstinence-only organizations engage
in ensures that even money not
specifically earmarked through Title
V still often ends up in abstinence-

only educators” hands.

How much money are we talking
about? According to a 2007

study from Mathematica Policy
Research, the federal government
allocates some $50 million for
abstinence-only education under
Title V; states’ grants match those
funds at 75 percent, resulting in
nearly $100 million total in
government money going to

abstinence-only education each year.
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starting the #Lookadouche hashtag
on Twitter. Lookadoo continues to
work as an abstinence-only speaker,
funded by many federally subsidized

programs.

Indeed, with Title V still on the
books, federal funds are still being
poured into religiously tinged
abstinence-only programs across the
country. With federal funds
specifically earmarked for
abstinence-only education under the
law, and with other funds going to
abstinence-only organizations via
conservative school boards and
principals, explicitly religious
abstinence-only educational
programming is now a massive

industry.

All yet, data show that abstinence-
only education does not make a
difference in the sexual behavior of
teenagers. In comprehensive studies
of CDC data and on the effects of
sexual health education in

different communities,
comprehensive sex ed delayed sexual
activity by an average of 18 months,
while abstinence-only education had
little to no effect on the beginning
point of sexual activity. What's more,
studies have shown that states that
heavily promote abstinence-only

education have higher teen birth
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